
CHAPTER XXV 

NOTABLE EVENTS 

THE CENTENNIAL 

For an individual to be spared to live one hundred years is some
thing to be noted and the century mark likewise is a landmark in the 
life of a community. Jaffrey having been incorporated as a town 
on August 17, 1773, its citizens in 1870 prudently set out to recognize 
the event by the appointment of John Fox, Joseph P. Frost, Addison 
Prescott, David C. Chamberlain, and Rev. Rufus Case to collect facts 
pertinent to the occasion. This committee appointed thirteen as
sistants, one from each of the school districts then existing. 

At the March town meeting of 1872 the town took further steps 
by definitely voting to conduct a celebration the following year, 
choosing John Fox, Addison Prescott, Benjamin Pierce, Lewis S. 
Jaquith, Julius Cutter, and Franklin H. Cutter to take charge. Sub
sequently Fox and Jaquith withdrew, George A. Underwood and 
Lewis L. Pierce being appointed to the vacancies. This committee 
carried through the program of centennial year with many assistants. 

A town appropriation was sought from the voters in 1873 to meet 
expenses, but dissension arising (see Summer Business) no public 
funds were available. However, voluntary subscriptions from 123 
loyal sons and daughters of Jaffrey, totaling $502, proved adequate 
to meet all requirements, with a balance in the treasury of $132.77. 
A dividend of twenty-five per cent was returned to all subscribers. 

August 17, 1873, fell on Sunday, so the exercises were postponed 
to the following Wednesday, to be held in a mammoth tent erected 
on the Common in front of the Meeting House. The day dawned 
"perfect Jaffrey weather" and the crowd, gathered from far and 
near, was estimated to number over five thousand people, greatly 
overflowing the tent which seated three thousand. 

Exercises of the day opened with a parade of which George A. 
Underwood was marshal, in which marched the "Peterborough 
Cavalry" (see Militia), East Jaffrey Cornet Band, Contoocook Fire 
Company, choir, loyal veterans of the Civil War, twenty-three 
young ladies representing the towns of Cheshire County, and the 
teachers and pupils of the thirteen district schools as well as many 
notable and other citizens. A striking float drawn by four horses 
carried four generations of the Rice family, with a banner inscribed 
"Mrs. Dorcas Rice, 104 yrs., the oldest lady in New Hampshire." 
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At the close of the parade a program was carried out in the tent 
with Franklin H. Cutter as president of the day, the principal feature 
of which was an address of considerable length but of much historical 
interest by the venerable Joel Parker, a native son of Jaffrey, former 
Chief Justice of the New Hampshire Supreme Court, then resident 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, (see Biography). This address, as 
well as a full account of the day, is given in full in the appendix to 
Cutter's History of Jaffrey. 

Following this address a welcome was extended to noted visitors 
who had arrived as guests of Leonard R. Cutter, including the 
Mayor of Boston, Henry L. Pierce; several Aldermen of that city, 
Mr. Cutter himself being an Alderman; and many other notables 
who had honored the occasion by their presence. Then, with Clar
ence A. Parks, Esq., as toastmaster, toasts were responded to by 
Mayor Pierce; Alderman Cutter; Rev. Moses T. Runnells, Sanborn
ton, New Hampshire; Rev. J.M. H. Smith, East Jaffrey; Hon. Joel 
Parker; Rev. D. N. Goodrich, Jaffrey; East Jaffrey Cornet Band, 
music; A. S. Scott, Esq., Peterborough, who responded to the sonorous 
toast "The Mothers and Daughters-the joy and sunshine of our 
homes and the pride of the century"; Reverend E. S. Foster, Win
chester, New Hampshire; Dr. Daniel B. Cutter, Peterborough; Rev
erend Andrew 0. Warren, Montrose, Pennsylvania. The celebration 
closed by a vote, on motion of Peter Upton, "to adjourn for one hun
dred years." 

THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 

But Jaffrey could not wait a century before calling the attention 
of the world to the progress of time; and at the March town meeting 
of 1923 the following vote was passed: 

That the present committee for the repair of the Town House be authorized, 
in the name of the town, to cooperate with the Jaffrey Village Improvement 
Society in arranging for a suitable celebration of the One Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Jaffrey during the third week 
of August next; that said Committee be authorized to appoint all necessary sub
committees and that the sum of One Thousand Dollars be raised and appropriated 
for defraying in part the expense of said celebration. 

The "committee for the repair of the Town House" (see Village 
Improvement Society) appointed in 1922, consisted of Albert An
nett, Elwin S. Mayo, and Bowman F. Cann; but Mr. Mayo having 
left town, Wilbur E. Webster filled his place. This committee, with 
sub-committees and assistants, finally involved almost every resident 
of the town in its activities. 
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The ambitious program, providing some event for each day in the 
week of August 11-18, 1923, was carried out to the letter with the 
enthusiastic cooperation of everyone and the undertaking was blessed 
this time, not with one day, but with a whole week of marvellous 
"real Jaffrey weather." The celebration opened on Saturday, 
August 11, with a reception by the Village Improvement Society in 
the Town House at Jaffrey Centre. On Sunday all churches observed 
the day with special ceremonies including short histories of their or
ganizations. Monday evening found the centre of attraction again 
at the Town House, with an illustrated lecture on "Monadnock
Beautiful and Beloved" by Herbert W. Gleason, official photographer 
of America's National Parks. 

Tuesday during the day the scene shifted to the Old Parade Ground 
just west of Jaffrey Centre, where the activities were not, as of yore, 
the marchings, counter-marchings and sham battles of the "Slam 
Bangs," but an exhibition of the capabilities of well-trained horses 
and their riders in a "Gymkhana." That evening the spotlight 
turned on the old Melville Academy, where an" Olde Tyme Lyceum" 
was carried out with songs, "pieces," essays and a debate between 
Frederick S. Greene, direct descendant of Parson Ainsworth, and 
Walter F. Heath, the "Poet of Monadnock," all conducted in ancient 
costume. Concurrently a costume ball was held in the Town House 
for those who desired more active entertainment. 

Wednesday brought a slight breathing-spell for committees and 
visitors but Thursday forenoon found Jaffrey in the hands of its com
ing citizens with a full complement of junior town officials and sports 
for the young people at Humiston Field in the afternoon. Thursday 
also was Old Home Day with suitable exercises in Union Hall. But 
Friday, August 17, just one hundred and fifty years after incorpora
tion, was the highlight of the week and a day never to be forgotten 
by anyone present. 

All the exercises of this day were carried out in a manner corre
sponding to Jaffrey's history. First appeared Indians, coming down 
the river at East Jaffrey in canoes and stealing in from the woods 
roundabout; then a parade of a group of men from Lancaster, Massa
chusetts, representing the first Scouts, some being descendants of 
those Scouts; then a parade, over three miles long, with floats pic
turing events in the town's early history and outstanding characters 
in that history, followed by other floats and groups depicting the 
town's industries, business, and fraternal organizations, all in the 
chronological order of their establishment. Every street along the 



NOTABLE EVENTS 471 

line of march, which occupied nearly two hours, was thronged with 
spectators to a number estimated at upwards of ten thousand. 

The afternoon of Friday witnessed the formal anniversary and re
dedicatory exercises in the Town House, with the reading of an 
original poem which had been read at the underpinning of the meeting
house in 1797; another written by Miss Mary I. Fox for the Centen
nial of 1873; the story of the original scouting party from Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, in 1723, by J. C. L. Clark, Esq., of that town, and an 
historical address by Hon. Albert Annett. A ball game also was 
played on Humiston Field in the afternoon, while in the evening a 
Dedication Ball was held in the Town House. 

Saturday activities moved again to Humiston Field, under the 
auspices of John Humiston Post, American Legion, with ball games 
and sports. The gala week closed with a huge bonfire at Humiston 
Field, and as the embers died out there was the reflection, comforting 
to all concerned, that the whole series of events had been unmarred 
by any untoward incident. 

The committee issued an attractive souvenir program, containing 
the program of the week as well as many views both of present and 
olden times, which with the accompanying advertisements, consti
tutes a complete memento of the time. And it is a tribute to the 
wisdom of the committee and its coadjutors that the subsequent re
port to the town disclosed no request for funds additional to the 
appropriated $1,000, although total expenses amounted to $5,309.43. 
The payment of $300 for one thousand feet of motion picture film 
of the parade-probably the first such ever taken in town-brought 
expenditures slightly above available funds; but the selectmen pur
chased this film for $172.23, thus enabling the committee to balance 
its accounts while preserving a visual record of the celebration for 
future generations. 

DEDICATION OF CLAY LIBRARY 

Clay Library Building, the gift of Susan B. Clay to Jaffrey (see 
Clay Library Building), was dedicated on July 4, 1896, the town 
having chosen, at the March town meeting of that year, a committee 
consisting of Reverend H. H. Manser, Albert Annett, and Russel B. 
Henchman to arrange for the ceremony. 

Contrary to the usual fortune of Jaffrey on such occasions (it being 
the only event chronicled in this chapter not favored with perfect 
weather), the morning of the day proved threatening, but this did 
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not prevent the attendance of a sufficient number of people to fill the 
tent seating one thousand, erected on the Baptist Common. 

The dedicatory features opened in the forenoon with an inspection 
of the new building and a concert by East Jaffrey Cornet Band, fol
lowed by a public dinner in Mower's Hall, with the speakers and other 
guests being entertained at dinner at the Granite State Hotel by 
Peter Upton and Alfred Sawyer, executors of the Clay estate. 

At two o'clock, in the afternoon Reverend H. H. Manser called the 
assemblage to order in the tent, when Reverend W. W. Livingston 
offered an invocation, Hon. Peter Upton made the presentation speech 
and the building was accepted on behalf of the town by Selectman 
Burt Bacon. Reverend Leonard J. Dean of Hudson, New York, for
merly pastor of the local Baptist church and son-in-law of Franklin 
H. Cutter, president of the day at the Centennial, delivered a me
morial address in honor of Susan B. Clay, followed by Richard Burton, 
a summer resident and poet of note, who read an original poem. Pro
fessor Charles F. Richardson of Dartmouth College then delivered 
the dedicatory address. 

The committee prepared a souvenir publication of sixty-six pages, 
containing the text of the remarks of all speakers at the exercises as 
well as an interesting historical narrative of "The Social Library in 
Jaffrey" from the pen of Albert Annett. The town had appropriated 
$300 for expenses of the dedication and the committee was able to 
balance its accounts by selling 164 copies of the pamphlet to the town 
for $21.33, a precedent followed by the Sesqui-centennial committee 
as mentioned above. 

DEDICATION OF SOLDIERS' MONUMENT 

Prior to 1899 members of George B. McClellan Post No. 56, 
Women's Relief Corps, deciding that Jaffrey too long had been with
out a tangible memorial to its sons who served in the Civil War, set 
about raising funds for such a purpose. From popular subscriptions 
and their own contributions by 1899 they had succeeded in accumu
lating $1,100, at which time they apparently felt that they had 
reached the limit of accomplishment or possibly that they had done 
their fair share of the task. In any event, in the warrant for the 
March town meeting of that year an article was inserted looking to 
the appropriation of funds to supplement the amount already in hand, 
pursuant to which the town voted the additional sum of $3,000, for 
a Soldiers' Monument and chose 0. H. Bradley, C. L. Rich, and Alfred 
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Sawyer to have charge of the work in cooperation with Mrs. J. H. 
Poole and Mrs. Dana S. Jaquith of the Relief Corps. 

The Monument was erected in the lawn in front of the Clay Library 
Building at an expense, so the committee reported, of $2,900, of 
which the town provided $1,800. Although at the inception of the 
project, the Monument was intended to be to veterans of the Civil 
War only, the committee broadened its scope, the inscription being 
"Jaffrey Commemorates the Patriotism of Her Sons Who Served 
in the Union Army & Navy, 1861-1865, the Mexican War, the War 
of 1812-14 and the American Revolution." 

The committee also was charged with arranging for the dedication, 
which ceremony was performed on Wednesday, May 16, 1900. The 
weather again was propitious and news accounts of the affair, held on 
the Library lawn, gave the attendance as over two thousand. 

The exercises opened with a parade, of which L. W. Davis was 
marshal and in which the always-accommodating Peterborough 
Cavalry served as escort for the local George B. McClellan Post No. 
88, Grand Army of the Republic, and delegations from the Posts at 
Peterborough, Fitzwilliam, New Ipswich, and Winchendon. Dr. 
0. H. Bradley of the committee introduced Hon. Albert Annett as 
president of the day. Alfred Sawyer, for the Relief Corps and the 
town, made the presentation speech, with acceptance by Major David 
E. Proctor of Wilton, then State Commander of the G. A. R. Henry 
E. Burnham, Esq., of Manchester, soon to become United States Sen
ator, delivered the principal address. 

MASONIC CENTENNIAL 

Masonry is a fraternal organization of great antiquity, and fittingly 
enough, Charity Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M. is the senior fraternal 
body in Jaffrey, having been chartered on the fourth Wednesday of 
July, 1806. One hundred years later; on the fourth Wednesday of 
July, 1906, Charity Lodge celebrated its centennial with appropriate 
ceremony. 

Again the scene of activity was in a tent on the Baptist Common 
and again the skies were clear and serene. The Masons with their 
families and other guests assembled as well as brethren of all the 
neighboring lodges and officers of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of New Hampshire. Decorations of the platform were suitably sym
bolic of the emblems of the fraternity. A bountiful noon-day ban
quet was served in the tent to about three hundred members and 
guests, following which the formal exercises took place. 
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Charles L. Rich, George H. Duncan, and Edward A. Coburn were 
then principal officers of the Lodge and served as general committee, 
being assisted efficiently by the other brethren. The first-named, 
Worshipful Master of Charity Lodge, presided over the ceremonies, 
which consisted of an address of welcome by the Master; response by 
Most Worshipful William A. Plummer, Grand Master; History of 
Charity Lodge, Past Master Albert Annett; an address by Past Grand 
Master Henry E. Burnham, then United States Senator, and a schol
arly discourse on "Origins of Freemasonry" by Reverend Josiah L. 
Seward, D.D., Keene, no stranger to Jaffrey since he was the first prin
cipal of Conant High School. The pleasure of the gathering was 
much enhanced by songs by the Schubert Male Quartet of Boston, 
a group having a great vogue in that period at important Masonic 
gatherings. A reception was held in the evening. 

Subsequently Charity Lodge published a commemorative pamph
let, giving the text of all the addresses as well as historical data con
cerning the Lodge. 

WELCOME HOME DAY 

The safe return of all but four of Jaffrey's sons who participated 
in the World War seemed to call for fitting community recognition. 
Accordingly, a volunteer committee, of which D. D. Bean was chair
man, was organized with an efficient corps of subordinates; and on 
Saturday, September 6, 1919, everyone turned out to give "the 
boys" a rousing Welcome Home. 

The Armistice had been signed on November 11 of the previous 
year, but the unravelling of the tangled skein of world affairs re
quired time and it was felt that such an affair ought not to be con
summated until all had reached home. In the meantime a Memorial 
Boulder, with a bronze plaque bearing the names of all enlisted men, 
had been erected on the Village Common at East Jaffrey and the 
formal exercises of the day centred around that*. 

The town was arrayed in gala attire, almost every building in the 
village being decorated. A monster parade, with attractive floats 
entered by local industries, business establishments, fraternal organi
zations and individuals traversed the principal streets under the effi
cient direction of Edward L. Leighton as marshal, the principal theme 
of ornamentation being joy at the termination of hostilities and the 
safe return of soldiers. The three principal industries indicated the 

*This Memorial Boulder now occupies the central front position among the fifteen stones sur• 
rounding the hase of the War Memorial "Buddies." 
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extent of their material contribution to the conflict-Granite State 
Tack Company, of nails for soldiers' shoes; White Brothers, of denim 
for fatigue uniforms; Bean & Symonds Company, of cases for ship
ment of war materials. The chief objects of attraction, of course, 
were the soldiers themselves, in khaki and olive drab. Of the one 
hundred and four whose names appear on the Memorial Boulder, one 
died in combat, three of disease, and all but two of the remainder 
appeared in line at this time. 

Following the parade the Boulder was dedicated with due cere
mony, Hon. Albert Annett giving the principal address. In the 
afternoon a ball-game was played on Humiston Field; where in the 
evening a reception to the soldiers was held, with an address by Hon. 
Charles W. Tobey of Temple, then Speaker of the House of Represent
atives; and the day closed with a mammoth display of fireworks and 
an open-air dance at Humiston Field. 

No estimate of the number of spectators and participants has been 
found; but current news items stated that 500 tickets for a Clam
bake Dinner were sold in advance at $2.50 each, and certainly other 
hundreds must have been present who regaled themselves with a less 
expensive repast. 

DEDICATION OF WAR MEMORIAL 

During the late 1900's Miss Dorothy Caldwell, with her mother 
and sisters, spent several happy summers in Jaffrey. Years later, 
in Paris, she met and married Viggo Brandt-Erichsen, a Danish sculp
tor and artist of much talent. In Paris in 1926, realizing after the 
death of her new-born babe that her own time was short, she recalled 
the beauties of Jaffrey and expressed a desire to be buried in the 
shadow of Monadnock. Thither came the desolate young husband, 
bearing an urn encasing ashes of wife and babe, to spend almost two 
years in constructing a mausoleum in the Old Burying-Ground at 
Jaffrey Centre and carving thereon a likeness of his dear Dorothy all 
with his own hands, finally to inter the urn with simple rites. 

Still loathe to leave the spot to which he was bound by so strong a 
tie, Viggo Brandt-Erichsen cast about for excuses to linger. One 
day in the autumn of 1928 he appeared with a plaster model of a 
group of two soldiers, one strong determined man bringing back his 
wounded "Buddy" from the fighting front. He offered, if means 
could be found to erect a suitable stone on an appropriate site, to 
carve in bas-relief on the enduring rock the group shown. The mem
bers of John Humiston Post, American Legion, gratefully accepted 
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the offer, and, with the assistance of a group of citizens headed by 
Herbert N. Packard, soon had assurances of the voluntary subscrip
tion of $1,500, the estimated cost of the project above the gratuitous 
labor of Mr. Erichsen. 

Search then was made far and wide for a native stone of proper 
proportion, of a suitable texture and without flaw. This proving 
unavailing, a visit was paid to the quarries of Fitzwilliam to learn 
the possibility of using a cut stone. Information gained there was 
to the effect that to move a stone of such heroic dimensions so great 
a distance was impracticable; and the searchers were returning, well
nigh disheartened, when, at the north side of the turnpike, about a 
mile west of Jaffrey Centre, a stone half embedded in earth was spied 
which promised to meet the requirements. Further inspection dis
closed it to be of almost the same proportions as the model, with no 
visible flaw, but so huge-experts estimated it to weigh forty tons 
as it lay-that to move it to East Jaffrey and erect it there seemed 
almost impossible. 

But Walter E. Emerson of Fitzwilliam had had long experience 
in handling these major products of the granite hills, and he daringly 
undertook the work. Superfluous stone was removed where it lay; 
it was loaded upon a sturdy frame of oak; and, waiting until the 
ground was firmly frozen lest the surface of the roadway be com
pletely destroyed, the monster was slowly and painstakingly guided, 
on rollers, little by little during six weeks, to East Jaffrey. There a 
solid concrete bed had been prepared and upon it in due time the stone 
was reared without mishap; a rough shelter was constructed and the 
sculptor began his self-imposed task. 

For nearly two years Viggo Brandt-Erichsen carefully chipped 
away with hand and electric drill, until at long last the dead stone 
took on life. By ones and twos and threes, thousands lingered by 
the rude door to marvel at his skill. An alien, immigration restrict
tions limited his stay in the United States, calling for successful inter
cession at Washington to prevent his enforced departure. But the 
sculptor maintained his industry and the stone its perfection; and 
finally the cover was removed and there appeared to view the com
pleted Memorial, on the front the handiwork of man, on the reverse 
that of nature in the form of glacial striae. 

From the ground to the top of the stone is twenty-five feet; the 
standing figure is eight feet high and so lifelike is the carving that 
veins on the hands and even the knotted lacing of a puttee can be 
discerned. And the whole stone proved so sound that no flaw or 
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crack was uncovered to mar the perfection of the work. With self
effacing modesty the sculptor allows his work to tell his story, only 
the small chiselled letters "Viggo Brandt-Erichsen 1928-1930" on 
the easterly edge of the stone identifying it. 

The work of carving proving more difficult than was anticipated 
owing to the extreme hardness of the stone, contributions were in
sufficient to meet all expenses and at the 1930 March town meeting 
$1,200 was appropriated to complete the cost. 

THE DEDICATION 

On Armistice Day, November 11, 1930, the ·war Memorial was 
dedicated with suitable ceremony, a principal feature being a parade 
in which six hundred legionnaires participated, including in addition 
to members of John Humiston Post, representatives of American 
Legion Posts of Peterborough, Keene, Marlborough, ·wnton, Green
ville, Winchendon, Gardner, and Fitchburg. The Women's Auxiliary 
Units of Jaffrey, Peterborough, Keene, and Marlborough also ap
peared in the parade. 

Reverend William J. Cavanaugh, rector of St. Patrick's Church and 
a member of the citizens' committee, presided at the formal dedicatory 
exercises and introduced as the principal speakers, General Clarence 
R. Edwards, commanding officer of the Twenty-sixth (Yankee) 
Division, American Expeditionary Forces, to which most of the local 
World War veterans who saw overseas service were attached; and 
Governor Charles W. Tobey. Viggo Brandt-Erichsen made the 
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speech of presentation; the Memorial was unveiled by Mrs. Carrie R. 
Humiston, mother of the only Jaffrey boy to be killed in action; ac
ceptance was by Selectman Fred L. Cournoyer; and Hon. Albert 
Annett expressed the appreciation of the community for the wonder
ful tribute thus given by the sculptor. 

During the whole of the events of the day all available space was 
filled by spectators and careful observers estimated the total at
tendance to have been at least seven thousand. 

Throughout the occasions recorded in this chapter it is noteworthy that the name of the town 
Historian, Hon. Albert Annett, appears as having taken a prominent part in each with the excep
tion of the first-the Centennial. And even on that eventful occasion Mr. Annett, as a boy of 
twelve, marched in the procession with his schoolmates of District No. 1. 




